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 Terrorism in India, according to the Home Ministry, poses a significant threat to the people of India. Compared to other 

countries, India faces a wide range of terror groups. Terrorism found in India includes Islamic terrorism, ultranationalist 

terrorism, and left-wing terrorism[5][6][7] India is one of the countries most impacted by terrorism.[5][8]rity 

A common definition of terrorism is the systematic use or threatened use of violence to intimidate a population or government for 

political, religious, or ideological goals.[9][10] 

 In 2022, India ranked 13th on the Global Terrorism Index.[11] India continues to face a number of terror attacks from Islamic 

groups in Kashmir, Sikh separatists in Punjab, and secessionist groups in Assam.[5] The regions with long term terrorist 

activities have been Jammu and Kashmir, east-central and south-central India (Naxalism) and the Seven Sister States. In August 

2008, National Security Advisor M K Narayanan has said that there are as many as 800 terrorist cells operating in the 

country.[12] As of 2013, 205 of the country's 608 districts were affected by terrorist activity.[13] Terror attacks caused 231 civilian 

deaths in 2012 in India, compared to 11,098 terror-caused deaths worldwide, according to the State Department of the United 

States; or about 2% of global terror fatalities while it accounts for 17.5% of global population. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Reports have alleged and implicated terrorism in India 

to be sponsored by Pakistan.[14][15][16] In July 2016, 

the Government of India released data on a string of 

terror strikes in India since 2005 that claimed 707 lives 

and left over 3,200 injured.[17] 

Definition 

The 8th report on terrorism in India published in 2008 

defined terrorism as the peacetime equivalent of war 

crime.[18] An act of terror in India includes any 

intentional act of violence that causes death, injury or 

property damage, induces fear, and is targeted against 

any group of people identified by their political, 

philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or 

any other nature. This description is similar to one 

provided by the United Nations' in 2000.[19] 

The Indian government uses the following working 

definition of terrorism, same as one widely used by 

Western nations as well as the United Nations, 

proposed by Schmid and Jongman in 1988.[18] 

Terrorism is an anxiety-inspiring method of repeated 

violent action, employed by (semi-) clandestine 

individual, group or state actors, for idiosyncratic, 

criminal or political reasons, whereby the direct targets 

of violence are not the main targets. The immediate 

human victims of violence are generally chosen 

randomly (targets of opportunity) or selectively 

(representative or symbolic targets) from a target 
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population, and serve as message generators. Threat 

and violence-based communication processes between 

terrorist organisation, victims, and main targets are 

used to manipulate the main target (audience(s)), 

turning it into a target of terror, a target of demands, or 

a target of attention, depending on whether 

intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily 

sought. 

— Alex Schmid and Albert Jongman[20] 

India subdivides terrorism in four major groups:[18][21] 

1. Ethno-nationalist terrorism – This form of terror 

focuses either (a) on creating a separate State within 

India or independent of India or in a neighboring 

country, or (b) on emphasising the views/response of 

one ethnic group against another. Violent Tamil 

Nationalist groups from India to address the condition 

of Tamils in Sri Lanka, as well as insurgent tribal groups 

in North East India are examples of ethno-nationalist 

terrorist activities.[6] 

2. Religious terrorism – This form of terror focuses on 

religious imperatives, a presumed duty or in solidarity 

for a specific religious group, against one or more 

religious groups. Mumbai 26/11 terror attack in 2008 

from an Islamic group in Pakistan is an example of 

religious terrorism in India.[22] 

3. Left-wing terrorism – This form of terror focuses on 

economic ideology, where all the existing socio-political 

structures are seen to be economically exploitative in 

character and a revolutionary change through violent 

means is essential.[6][23] The ideology of Marx, Engel, 

Mao, Lenin and others are considered as the only valid 

economic path. Maoist violence in Jharkhand and 

Chhattisgarh are examples of left wing terrorism in 

India.[7] 

4. Narcoterrorism – This form of terror focuses on 

creating illegal narcotics traffic zones.[24] Drug violence 

in northwest India is an example of narco-terrorism in 

India.[25] 

Terror groups in India[1,2,3] 

SATP (South Asia Terrorism Portal) has listed 180 

terrorist groups that have operated within India over 

the last 20 years, many of them co-listed as transnational 

terror networks operating in or from neighboring South 

Asian countries such as Bangladesh, Nepal and 

Pakistan.[26] Of these, 38 are on the current list of 

terrorist organisations banned by India under its First 

Schedule of the UA(P) Act, 1967.[27] As of 2012, many 

of these were also listed and banned by the United 

States and European Union.[28] 

Chronology of major incidents 

List of attacks 

Andhra Pradesh 

2000 Church bombings of South India 

The 2000 Church bombings refers to the serial bombings 

of churches in the southern Indian states of Karnataka, 

Goa and Andhra Pradesh by the Islamist extremist 

group Deendar Anjuman in the year 2000. On 21 May 

2000, a Christian congregation at Machilipatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh was bombed. On 8 July 2000, two 

churches bombed in Andhra Pradesh, Gewett Memorial 

Baptist Church in Ongole and the Mother Vannini 

Catholic Church in Tadepalligudem town. The blast in 

the Ongole church injured three persons. 

Kurnool train crash 

The Kurnool train crash was the derailment and crash of 

a passenger train in Kurnool district in Andhra Pradesh, 

India, on 21 December 2002. During the hasty repairs to 

the rails, it was discovered that one of the railway tracks 

had been recently and deliberately severed, which 

caused the derailment. Later reports agreed that the 

crash was caused by sabotage. Thirteen months after the 

attack, police in Hyderabad arrested a man named Syed 

Abdul Nayeem, a Lashkar-e-Taiba activist, who failed a 

'brainwave fingerprinting test' after being questioned 

by Indian police. He was charged with being involved 

in both this rail sabotage and a bombing which killed 

two people in the Sai Baba Temple. 

Assam 

After Nagaland, Assam is the most volatile state in the 

region. Beginning in 1979, the indigenous people of 

Assam demanded that the illegal immigrants who had 

emigrated from Bangladesh to Assam be detected and 

deported. The movement led by All Assam Students 

Union began non-violently with satyagraha, boycotts, 

picketing, and courting arrests. 

Those protesting frequently came under police action. 

In 1983 an election was conducted, which was opposed 

by the movement leaders. The election led to 

widespread violence. The movement finally ended after 

the movement leaders signed an agreement (called the 

Assam Accord) with the central government on 15 

August 1985. 

Under the provisions of this accord, anyone who 

entered the state illegally between January 1966 and 
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March 1971 was allowed to remain but was 

disenfranchised for ten years, while those who entered 

after 1971 faced expulsion. A November 1985 

amendment to the Indian citizenship law allows 

non-citizens who entered Assam between 1961 and 1971 

to have all the rights of citizenship except the right to 

vote for a period of ten years.[citation needed] 

New Delhi also gave special administration autonomy 

to the Bodos in the state. However, the Bodos 

demanded a separate Bodoland, which led to a clash 

between the Bengalis, the Bodos, and the Indian 

military resulting in hundreds of deaths. 

There are several organisations that advocate the 

independence of Assam. The most prominent of these is 

the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA). Formed in 

1979, the ULFA has two main goals: the independence 

of Assam and the establishment of a socialist 

government.[4,5,6] 

The ULFA has carried out several terrorist attacks in the 

region targeting the Indian Military and 

non-combatants. The group assassinates political 

opponents, attacks police and other security forces, 

blasts railroad tracks, and attacks other infrastructure 

facilities. The ULFA is believed to have strong links 

with the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland 

(NSCN), Maoists, and the Naxalites. 

It is also believed that they carry out most of their 

operations from the Kingdom of Bhutan. Because of 

ULFA's increased visibility, the Indian government 

outlawed the group in 1986 and declared Assam a 

troubled area. Under pressure from New Delhi, Bhutan 

carried a massive operation to drive out the ULFA 

militants from its territory. 

Backed by the Indian Army, Thimphu was successful in 

killing more than a thousand terrorists and extraditing 

many more to India while sustaining only 120 

casualties. The Indian military undertook several 

successful operations aimed at countering future ULFA 

terrorist attacks, but the ULFA continues to be active in 

the region. In 2004, the ULFA targeted a public school in 

Assam, killing 19 children and 5 adults. 

Assam remains the only state in the northeast where 

terrorism is still a major issue. On 18 September 2005, a 

soldier was killed in Jiribam, Manipur, near the 

Manipur-Assam border, by members of the ULFA. On 

14 March 2011, Bodo militants of the Ranjan 

Daimary-led faction ambushed patrolling troop of BSF 

when on way from Bangladoba in Chirang district of 

Assam to Ultapani in Kokrajhar killing 8 jawans.[29] 

On 5 August 2016, a terrorist attack was reported in the 

market area Balajan Tinali of the city of Kokrajhar that 

resulted in deaths of 14 civilians and injuries to 15 

others. Three terrorists, suspected to be Bodo militants, 

were reported to have attacked using AK-47 and used a 

grenade.[30] OP Singh. Director General of Police said 

in a press conference the terrorist from the Hizbul 

Mujahideen group arrested in the city of Kanpur was 

Qamar-uz-Zama.he is 37 years old and is a resident of 

Assam.[31] 

Brahmaputra Express Train bombing 

The Brahmaputra Express Train bombing was a 

terrorist attack on a train travelling in Western Assam in 

Eastern India on 30 December 1996. Most of the 

passengers were believed to be vacationers heading for 

Delhi to celebrate the New Year.[32] The train was 

carrying an estimated 1,200 passengers.[32] Police in 

Kokrajhar said a bomb planted on the rails went off 

shortly after the New Delhi-bound Brahmaputra 

Express left Kokrajhar in the jungle terrain of Assam 

state.[32] "The blast took place at 7:15 p.m., a few 

minutes after the train left the Kokrajhar station for 

New Delhi," police said.[32] The train's engine and its 

first coach car were derailed by the blast, and the next 

three rail cars were severely damaged, an official 

said.[32] The bomb totally wrecked three carriages of 

the train and derailed six more, killing at least 33 

people.[32] No one has claimed responsibility, though 

the separatist Bodo rebel faction was believed to be 

involved.[32] 

2004 Dhemaji school bombing[7,8,9] 

On the occasion of Independence Day, 15 August 2004, 

people, mostly were school children and their mothers, 

gathered at Dhemaji College ground for an 

Independence Day parade. At around 09:30 a bomb 

went off killing at least 18 and injuring many more. 

According to police, the bomb was planted near the 

college-gate and triggered by a remote-controlled 

device. It was exploded when the students and teachers 

of various schools were passing through the gate. 

IPolice blamed ULFA, a banned Assamese militant 

group, which had initially called for a boycott of the 

event. But on 13 December 2009, Paresh Barua, the 

C-in-C of the group, sought public apology and 

forgiveness for the blast. He stated in an e-mail that the 
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ULFA leadership was misled by some of their cadres 

and junior leaders about the blast, which is why the 

leadership had to deny its involvement. 

Maharashtra 

Mumbai 

 
 Nariman House, a Jewish center in Mumbai, after 26/11 

terror attack in 2008. Six Jews were killed there, along 

with 158 people of other faiths elsewhere in Mumbai by 

terrorists.[50] 

Mumbai has been a common target for terrorist 

organisations, many operating with a base from 

Pakistan.[51] Over the past few years there have been a 

series of attacks, including explosions in Mumbai 

Suburban trains in July 2006, and the attacks of 26 

November 2008, when two of the prime hotels, a 

landmark train station, and a Jewish Chabad house, in 

South Mumbai, were attacked and sieged.[50][52] 

Terrorist attacks in Mumbai include:[51] 

• 12 March 1993 – 13 bombs killed 257 

• 6 December 2002 – Bus bomb in Ghatkopar, killed 2 

• 27 January 2003 – Bicycle bomb in Vile Parle, killed 1 

• 13 March 2003 – Train bomb in Mulund, killed 10 

• 28 July 2003 – Bus bomb in Ghatkopar, killed 4 

• 25 August 2003 – Two Bombs near the Gateway of 

India and Zaveri Bazaar, killed 50 

• 11 July 2006 – Seven train bombs killed 209 

• 26 November 2008 to 29 November 2008 – 

Coordinated series of attacks, killed 172. 

• 13 July 2011 – Bomb explosions at three locations, 

killed 26 

Pune 

• 13 February 2010 – a bomb explosion at the German 

Bakery in Pune killed fourteen people, and injured at 

least 60 more 

• 1 August 2012 – four bomb explosion at various 

locations on JM Road, Pune injured 1 person[51] 

1991 Kalyan Train Bomb Blast 

On November 8, 1991, a bomb exploded on a train when 

it reached Kalyan railway station. Twelve people were 

killed and 65 injured in the explosion. Ravinder Singh 

alias Bittu who was linked to the Babbar Khalsa, a Sikh 

militant organization was convicted in the case. 

1993 Bombay bombings 

The 1993 Bombay bombings were a series of 12 terrorist 

bombings that took place in Mumbai, then known as 

Bombay, India, on 12 March 1993. The single-day 

attacks resulted in 257 fatalities and 1,400 

injuries.[10,11,12] 

At 13:30 hours on 12 March 1993, a powerful car bomb 

exploded in the basement of the Bombay Stock 

Exchange building. The 28-story office building was 

severely damaged and many nearby office buildings 

also suffered damage. Reports indicate that 50 were 

killed by this explosion. About 30 minutes later, another 

car bomb exploded in front of the Mandvi branch of 

Corporation Bank near Masjid. From 13:30 hours to 

15:40 hours a total of 12 bombs exploded throughout 

Mumbai. Most of the bombs were car bombs but some 

were in scooters. Three hotels – the Hotel Sea Rock, 

Hotel Juhu Centaur, and Hotel Airport Centaur – were 

targeted by suitcase bombs left in rooms booked by the 

perpetrators. Banks, the regional passport office, the Air 

India Building, and a major shopping complex were 

also hit. Bombs exploded at Zaveri Bazaar and opposite 

it a jeep-bomb exploded at the Century Bazaar. 

Grenades were thrown at Sahar International Airport 

and at Fishermen's Colony, apparently targeting certain 

citizens at the latter. A double-decker bus was very 

badly damaged in the deadliest explosion, with as many 

as 90 people killed. 

On 10 July 2006, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 

Sharad Pawar, admitted that he had "deliberately 

misled" people following the 1993 Mumbai bombings 

by saying there were "13 and not 12" explosions and had 

added the name of a Muslim-dominated locality to 

show that people from both communities had been 

affected. He attempted to justify this deception by 

claiming that it was a move to prevent communal riots 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:2008_Mumbai_terror_attacks_Nariman_House_street.jpg
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by falsely portraying that both Hindu and Muslim 

communities in the city had been affected adversely. He 

also admitted to lying about evidence recovered and 

misleading people into believing that it pointed to the 

Tamil Tigers as possible suspects. 

Manipur 

Like its sister states in Northeast, Manipur has 

experienced years of insurgency and inter-ethnic 

violence while it was part of Assam and sought more 

rights.[53][54] The state joined India on 21 September 

1949, when Maharaja Budhachandra signed a Treaty of 

Accession merging the kingdom into India; this merger 

was disputed by various groups in Manipur as having 

been completed without consensus and under duress. 

Manipur was part of Assam after 1949, became a Union 

Territory in 1956.[55] The first armed opposition group 

in Manipur, the United National Liberation Front 

(UNLF), was founded in 1964, which declared that it 

wanted to gain more rights or outright independence 

from India. After several rounds of negotiations, 

Manipur became a full state in 1972 along with several 

other sister states of the Northeast.[56] Post statehood, 

more groups continued to form in Manipur, each with 

different goals, and deriving support from diverse 

ethnic groups in Manipur. For example, in 1977 the 

People's Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK) 

was formed, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) was 

formed in 1978. In 1980, the Kangleipak Communist 

Party (KCP) was formed. These groups began a spree of 

bank robberies and attacks on police officers and 

government buildings. The state government appealed 

to the central government in New Delhi for support in 

combating this violence.[57] In 1980, the central 

government brought the entire state of Manipur under 

the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) 

because its state government claimed that the use of the 

Armed Forces in aid of the state and local police is 

necessary to prevent violent deaths and to maintain law 

and order.[13,14,15] 

The violence in Manipur includes significant 

inter-ethnic tribal rivalry. There is violence between the 

Meiteis, Nagas, Kukis and other tribal groups.[57] They 

have formed splinter groups who disagree with each 

other. Other than UNLF, PLA and PREPAK mentioned 

above, other Manipuri insurgent groups include 

Revolutionary Peoples Front (RPF), Manipur Liberation 

Front Army (MLFA), Kanglei Yawol Khnna Lup 

(KYKL), Revolutionary Joint Committee (RJC), Peoples 

United Liberation Front (PULF), Kuki National Front 

(KNF), Kuki National Army (KNA), Kuki Defence Force 

(KDF), Kuki Democratic Movement (KDM), Kuki 

National Organisation (KNO), Kuki Security Force 

(KSF), Chin Kuki Revolutionary Front (CKRF), Kom 

Rem Peoples Convention (KRPC), Zomi Revolutionary 

Volunteers (ZRV), Zomi Revolutionary Army (ZRA), 

Zomi Reunification Organisation (ZRO), and Hmar 

Peoples Convention (HPC).[57] 

According to SATP (the South Asia Terrorism 

Portal),[58] there has been a large decline in fatalities in 

Manipur in recent decades.[59] Since 2010, about 25 

civilians have died in militants-related violence (about 1 

per 100,000 people), dropping further to 21 civilian 

deaths in 2013 (or 0.8 per 100,000 people).[59] Most of 

these deaths have been from inter-factional violence. 

Elections have been held regularly over recent decades. 

The last state assembly elections were held in 2012, with 

79.2% voter turnout and the incumbent re-elected to 

power.[60] 

Meghalaya 

Mizoram 

In 1947, Mizoram was part of Assam, and its districts 

were controlled by hereditary tribal chiefs. The 

educated elites among the Mizos campaigned against 

the tribal chiefdom under the banner of Mizo Union. As 

a result of their campaign, the hereditary rights of the 

259 chiefs were abolished under the Assam-Lushai 

District (Acquisition of Chief's Rights) Act, 1954.[61][62] 

Village courts, which were disbanded by the colonial 

authorities during their re-structuring of Assam, were 

re-implemented in Mizo region. All of these regions 

were frustrated by these arrangements and centralized 

Assam governance. The Mizos were particularly 

dissatisfied with the government's inadequate response 

to the 1959–60 mautam famine. The Mizo National 

Famine Front, a body formed for famine relief in 1959, 

later developed into a new political organisation, the 

Mizo National Front (MNF) in 1961.[63] A period of 

protests and armed insurgency followed in the 1960s, 

with MNF seeking independence from India.[64] 

In 1971, the government agreed to convert the Mizo 

Hills into a Union Territory, which came into being as 

Mizoram in 1972. Following the Mizoram Peace Accord 

(1986) between the Government and the MNF, Mizoram 

was declared a full-fledged state of India in 1987.[65] 
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Mizoram got two seats in the Parliament, one each in 

the Lok Sabha and in the Rajya Sabha.[66] Per the 

accord, insurgents surrendered their arms. The first 

election of Mizoram Legislative Assembly was held on 

16 February 1987.[62] Elections have been held at 5 year 

intervals since then. The most recent Mizoram elections 

were held for 40 seats of legislative assembly on 25 

November 2013. The voter turnout was 81%. The Indian 

National Congress led by Lal Thanhawla was re-elected 

to power.[67] The region has been peaceful in recent 

decades. Between 2006 and 2013, between 0 and 2 

civilians have died each year from any protest-related 

violence (or less than 0.2 people per 100,000).[68] 

Nagaland 

After the independence of India in 1947, the area 

remained a part of the province of Assam. Nationalist 

activities arose amongst a section of the Nagas. 

Phizo-led Naga National Council and demanded a 

political union of their ancestral and native groups. The 

movement led to a series of violent incidents, that 

damaged government and civil infrastructure, attacked 

government officials and civilians. The union 

government sent the Indian Army in 1955, to restore 

order. In 1957, an agreement was reached between 

Naga leaders and the Indian government, creating a 

single separate region of the Naga Hills. The Tuensang 

frontier were united with this single political region, 

Naga Hills Tuensang Area (NHTA),[69] and it became a 

Union territory directly administered by the Central 

government with a large degree of autonomy. This was 

not satisfactory to the tribes, however, and agitation 

with violence increased across the state – including 

attacks on army and government institutions, banks, as 

well as non-payment of taxes. In July 1960, following 

discussion between the then Prime Minister Nehru and 

the leaders of the Naga People Convention (NPC), a 

16-point agreement was arrived at whereby the 

Government of India recognised the formation of 

Nagaland as a full-fledged state within the Union of 

India.[70] 

Nagaland became the 16th state of the Indian Union on 

1 December 1963.[71][72] After elections in January 

1964, the first democratically elected Nagaland 

Legislative Assembly was constituted on 11 February 

1964.[69][73] The rebel activity continued, in the form of 

banditry and attacks, motivated more by inter-factional 

tribal rivalry and personal vendetta than by political 

aspiration. In November 1975, the leaders of largest 

rebellion groups agreed to lay down their arms and 

accept the Indian constitution, a small group did not 

agree and continued their insurgent activity.[74][75] 

1996 Dimapur car bombing[16,17,18] 

On Christmas Day, 25 December 1996, the NSCN-IM 

detonated a powerful car bomb triggered from remote 

control in the Ara Mile neighbourhood of Dimapur, 

Nagaland in an attempted assassination on Kihoto 

Hollohon, the then Minister of Industries & Commerce 

of Nagaland. Hollohon escaped as he was not in the 

vehicle. The blast killed his wife, daughter, 

granddaughter, grandson and one other on spot. 

2004 Dimapur bombings 

On 2 October 2004, two powerful bombs were set 

off—one at the Dimapur Railway Station and the other 

at the Hong Kong Market killing 30 and injuring over 

100 others.[76][77] 

Over the 5-year period of 2009 to 2013, between 0 and 11 

civilians died per year in Nagaland from rebellion 

related activity (or less than 1 death per year per 100,000 

people), and between 3 and 55 militants deaths per year 

in inter-factional killings (or between 0 and 3 deaths per 

100,000 people).[78] The most recent Nagaland 

Legislative Assembly election took place on 23 February 

2013 to elect the Members of the Legislative Assembly 

(MLA) from each of the 60 Assembly Constituencies in 

the state. The voter turnout was 83% and Nagaland 

People's Front was elected to power with 37 seats.[79] 

Odisha 

Punjab 

In the 1980s, an insurgent movement turned to violence, 

seeking a separate state called Khalistan, independent 

of India. They were led by Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale 

who was neutral on the establishment of a new 

state.[80] 

In 1984, Operation Blue Star was conducted by the 

Indian government to confront the movement. It 

involved an assault on the Golden Temple complex, 

which Sant Bhindranwale had fortified in preparation of 

an army assault. Indira Gandhi, India's then prime 

minister, ordered the military to storm the temple, who 

eventually had to use tanks. After a 74-hour firefight, 

the army successfully took control of the temple. In 

doing so, it damaged some portions of the Akal Takht, 

the Sikh Reference Library, and the Golden Temple 

itself. According to Indian government sources, 83 army 
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personnel were killed and 249 were injured. Militant 

casualties were 493 killed and 86 injured.[citation 

needed] 

During the same year, the assassination of Indira 

Gandhi by two Sikh bodyguards, believed to be driven 

by the Golden Temple affair, resulted in widespread 

anti-Sikh riots, especially in New Delhi. Following 

Operation Black Thunder in 1988, Punjab Police, first 

under Julio Ribeiro and then under KPS Gill, together 

with the Indian Army, eventually succeeded in pushing 

the movement underground. 

In 1985, Sikh terrorists bombed an Air India flight from 

Canada to India, killing all 329 people on board Air 

India Flight 182. It was one of the worst terrorist act in 

Canada's history. 

The ending of Sikh militancy and the desire for a 

Khalistan catalysed when the then-Prime Minister of 

Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto, handed all intelligence 

material concerning Punjab militancy to the Indian 

government, as a goodwill gesture. The Indian 

government used that intelligence to arrest those who 

were behind attacks in India and militancy. 

The ending of overt Sikh militancy in 1993 led to a 

period of relative calm, punctuated by militant acts (for 

example, the assassination of Punjab CM, Beant Singh, 

in 1995) attributed to half a dozen or so operating Sikh 

militant organisations. These organisations include 

Babbar Khalsa International, Khalistan Commando 

Force, Khalistan Liberation Force, and Khalistan 

Zindabad Force.[81] 

1991 Punjab killings 

The 1991 Punjab killings was a massacre of train 

passengers that occurred on 15 June 1991 in the 

Ludhiana district of the Indian State of Punjab, where 

Sikh Khalistani militants killed at least 80 to 126 

passengers travelling in two trains. The militants 

stopped the two trains about a kilometre from Ludhiana 

station by pulling their emergency cords, triggering 

emergency brakes. They proceeded to open fire inside 

the trains at around 9:35 p.m. (IST), killing at least 80 

passengers. On the second train, the Dhuri-Hisar 

passenger train, the militants fired indiscriminately. 

After the attackers fled, the train moved back to 

Badduwal station, where the rescue team arrived with 

doctors. Local villagers helped the survivors with food, 

water, medicine, and mental support. The attacks came 

less than five hours after polling closed in a national 

election already marred by violence and interrupted by 

the assassination of ex-Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 

around a month prior. 

Rajasthan 

1996 Dausa blast 

A bomb blast occurred on a bus near Samleti village in 

Dausa, Rajasthan on 22 May 1996. The blast, which took 

place a day after the 1996 Lajpat Nagar blast, killed 14 

people and injured 37 others. The chargesheet filed 

about the incident stated that the individuals 

responsible were associated with the Jammu and 

Kashmir Islamic Front, and that some of the accused 

had been involved in the Sawai Man Singh Stadium 

blast. The district and sessions court in Bandikui 

sentenced Abdul Hamid, one of the accused, to death, 

and sentenced six others to life imprisonment, while 

acquitting the remaining individual charged with the 

incident for lack of evidence against him. 

Sikkim 

Tamil Nadu 

Tamil Nadu had LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Eelam) militants operating in the Tamil Nadu state up 

until the assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv 

Gandhi. LTTE had given many speeches in Tamil Nadu 

led by Velupillai Prabhakaran, Tamilselvan, and other 

Eelam members. The Tamil Tigers, now a banned 

organisation, had been receiving many donations and 

support from India in the past. The Tamil Nadu 

Liberation Army is a militant Tamil movement in India 

that has ties to LTTE. 

Meenambakkam bomb blast 

Meenambakkam bomb blast was an explosion that 

occurred on 2 August 1984 at Meenambakkam 

International Airport at Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 33 

persons were killed and 27 others were injured. The 

Tamil Eelam Army was suspected. Several members 

were convicted in 1998.[82] 

Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi 

The Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime 

Minister of India, occurred as a result of a suicide 

bombing in Sriperumbudur, Chennai, in Tamil Nadu, 

India on 21 May 1991.[83] At least 14 others, in addition 

to Rajiv Gandhi, were killed.[84] It was carried out by 

Thenmozhi Rajaratnam (also known as Kalaivani 

Rajaratnam or Dhanu),[85] a member of the Sri Lankan 

Tamil separatist organization Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Eelam (LTTE). 
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1993 bombing of RSS office in Chennai 

1993 bombing of RSS office in Chennai refers to the 

bombing of a head office of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh in Chennai in Tamil Nadu on 8 August 1993 by 

terrorists. The bombings left eleven people dead and 

seven others injured. 

The special CBI court tried eighteen of the accused 

under the now-defunct Terrorist and Disruptive 

Activities (Prevention) Act. They had been earlier given 

life imprisonment by a TADA court in Chennai for their 

involvement in the blast on 8 August 1993 at the RSS 

office in Chennai. The CBI has announced a reward of 

Rs.10 lakh for providing credible information about 

Mushtaq Ahmed, one of the main accused in the blast. 

1998 Coimbatore bombings 

Tamil Nadu also faced terrorist attacks orchestrated by 

Muslim fundamentalists. 

Telangana 

Hyderabad 

25 August 2007 Hyderabad bombings, two bombs 

exploded almost simultaneously on 25 August 2007 in 

Hyderabad, capital of the Indian state of Andhra 

Pradesh. The first bomb exploded in Lumbini 

Amusement Park at 19:45 hrs IST. The second bomb 

exploded five minutes later at 19:50 in Gokul Chat 

Bhandar. 

The Mecca Masjid bombing occurred on 18 May 2007 

inside the Mecca Masjid, (or "Makkah Masjid") a 

mosque the old city area in Hyderabad, capital of the 

Indian state of Telangana (then undivided Andhra 

Pradesh)[86] located very close to Charminar. The blast 

was caused by a cellphone-triggered pipe bomb.[87] 

Fourteen people were reported dead in the immediate 

aftermath, of whom five(official record:disputed) were 

killed by the police firing after the incident while trying 

to quell the mob.[87] 

The most recent 2013 Hyderabad blasts occurred 

around 19:00 IST. The two blasts occurred in the Indian 

city of Hyderabad's Dilsukhnagar. The simultaneous 

blasts occurred near a bus stop and a cinema. 

Tripura 

Mandai massacre 

Mandai massacre refers to the general massacre of the 

Bengalis of Mandai village near Agartala in the Indian 

state of Tripura on 8 June 1980, by tribal insurgents. 

According to official figures 255 Bengalis were 

massacred in Mandwi, while foreign presses, 

independent sources and eyewitnesses put the figure 

anywhere between 350 and 400. Many of the victims 

had their heads crushed and their limbs severed. The 

children were spiked through.[88] Pregnant women had 

their stomachs slit open. The Amrita Bazar Patrika 

described the Mandwi massacre as My Lai massacre put 

into shade.[89] According to Major R. Rajamani, the 

commander of the Indian army contingent that arrived 

on 9 June, the My Lai massacre was not even half as 

gruesome as in Mandai. 

Uttar Pradesh 

2010 Varanasi blasts 

On 7 December 2010, another blast occurred in 

Varanasi, that killed immediately a toddler, and set off a 

stampede in which 20 people, including four foreigners, 

were injured.[90] The responsibility for the attack was 

claimed by the Islamist militant group Indian 

Mujahideen.[91] 

2006 Varanasi blasts 

A series of blasts occurred across the Hindu holy city of 

Varanasi on 7 March 2006. Fifteen people are reported 

to have been killed and as many as 101 others were 

injured. On 5 April 2006 the Indian police arrested six 

Islamic militants, including a cleric who helped plan 

bomb blasts. The cleric is believed to be a commander of 

a banned Bangladeshi Islamic militant group, Harkatul 

Jihad-al Islami, and is linked to the Inter-Services 

Intelligence, the Pakistani spy agency.[92] 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

2005 Ayodhya attacks 

The long simmering Ayodhya crisis finally culminated 

in a terrorist attack on the site of the 16th century Babri 

Masjid. The ancient Masjid in Ayodhya was demolished 

on 5 July 2005. Following the two-hour gunfight 

between Lashkar-e-Toiba terrorists based in Pakistan 

and Indian police, in which six terrorists were killed, 

opposition parties called for a nationwide strike with 

the country's leaders condemning the attack, believed to 

have been masterminded by Dawood Ibrahim.[18,19,20] 

2022 Gorakhpur attack 

In April 2022, a man armed with a dagger forcibly tried 

to enter the temple premises. Chanting religious 

slogans, the man identified as Ahmad Murtaza Abbasi 

approached the constables at the gate and attacked 

them as a result of which two constables were injured. 

As the police attempted to arrest him he evaded them 
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for a while before being captured. Abbasi is an 

engineering graduate from IIT Mumbai. The temple had 

a sizeable crowd of devotees as it was a Sunday 

afternoon. However no civilians were harmed in the 

attack. The case is being investigated by the Uttar 

Pradesh Anti Terrorist Squad.[93][94] 

Uttarakhand 

1991 Rudrapur bombings 

Two bombs were exploded on 17 October 1991. The first 

bomb exploded when people were watching Ramlila in 

the public ground. After 15 minutes the second bomb 

went off near the hospital where injured were being 

taken. The bombings killed more than 40 people and 

injuring 140 people. Later BSTK and the Khalistan 

National Army claimed the responsibility for the 

bombings. 

West Bengal 

1993 Bowbazar bombing 

The Bowbazaar bomb blast was an explosion which 

occurred in the central business district of Bowbazar, 

Calcutta, India on the night of 16 March 1993. In total, it 

claimed the lives of 69 people. 

In 1993, Mohammed Rashid Khan ran gambling 

establishments in the Bowbazaar area and had a 

workshop above his office where he made small bombs. 

After the demolition of the Babri Masjid and the riots 

which followed, Khan and his accomplices made plans 

to bomb parts of the city in order to kill Hindu 

residents. He began stockpiling explosives. 

Preparations were made secretly until, on the night of 

16 March, the entire stockpile blew up accidentally. If 

the blast had occurred in the daytime, the death toll 

would have been much higher. According to some 

witnesses, the sound of the blast could be heard 3 miles 

away. 

Khan and five others were sentenced to life 

imprisonment in 2001 by the Calcutta High Court under 

the Terrorist And Disruptive (Prevention) Act (TADA). 

In popular culture 

Terrorism has also been depicted in various Indian 

films, prominent among them being Mani Ratnam's 

Roja (1992) and Dil Se.. (1998), Govind Nihlani's 

Drohkaal (1994), Santosh Sivan's The Terrorist (1999), 

Anurag Kashyap's Black Friday (2004) on the 1993 

Bombay bombings, Fanaa (2006), and Sikandar (2009) 

on Terrorism in Kashmir. Raj Kumar Gupta's Aamir 

(2008) and Amal Neerad's Anwar (2010), Hotel Mumbai 

(2018) and Blank (2019) are other examples. 

India's Research and Analysis Wing trained and armed 

the Sri Lankan Tamil group LTTE which want an 

independent country for Tamils of Sri lanka, due to the 

continuous discrimination and violent persecution 

against Sri Lankan Tamils by the Sinhalese dominated 

Sri Lankan Government during the 1970s, but it later 

withdrew its support in the late 1980s when the terrorist 

activities of LTTE became serious and it formed 

alliances with separatist groups in the southern Indian 

state of Tamil Nadu.[38][39] From August 1983 to May 

1987, India, through its intelligence agency Research 

and Analysis Wing (R&AW), provided arms, training 

and monetary support to six Sri Lankan Tamil insurgent 

groups including the LTTE. During that period, 32 

terror training camps were set up in India to train these 

495 LTTE insurgents,[40] including 90 women who 

were trained in 10 batches.[41] The first batch of Tigers 

were trained in Establishment 22 based in Chakrata, 

Uttarakhand. The second batch, including LTTE 

intelligence chief Pottu Amman,[42] trained in 

Himachal Pradesh. Prabakaran visited the first and the 

second batch of Tamil Tigers to see them training. Eight 

other batches of LTTE were trained in Tamil Nadu.[43] 

Thenmozhi Rajaratnam alias Dhanu, who carried out 

the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi and Sivarasan—the 

key conspirator were among the militants trained by 

R&AW, in Nainital, India.[44] In April 1984, the LTTE 

formally joined a common militant front, the Eelam 

National Liberation Front (ENLF), a union between 

LTTE, the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization (TELO), 

the Eelam Revolutionary Organisation of Students 

(EROS), the People's Liberation Organisation of Tamil 

Eelam (PLOTE) and the Eelam People's Revolutionary 

Liberation Front (EPRLF). On 4 June 1987, when the 

Tamil Tiger-held Jaffna Peninsula was under siege by 

the Sri Lankan army, India provided airdrop of relief 

supplies to LTTE.[45] 

India has been accused by Pakistan[46][47] of 

supporting terrorism and carrying out "economic 

sabotage".[48] 

In 2017, Kulbhushan Jadhav, an Indian naval officer 

arrested in March 2016 in Balochistan and charged with 

espionage and sabotage was sentenced to death. He was 

accused of operating a covert terror network within 

Balochistan.[49] Jadhav had confessed that he was 
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tasked by India’s intelligence agency, the Research and 

Analysis Wing (RAW), “to plan and organise espionage 

and sabotage activities” in Balochistan and 

Karachi.[50][49] 

In November 2020, the Foreign Office of Pakistan made 

public a dossier containing 'irrefutable proofs' of the 

alleged Indian sponsorship of terrorism in Pakistan.[51] 

It contained proof of India's alleged financial and 

material sponsorship of multiple terrorist organisations, 

including UN-designated terrorist organisations 

Balochistan Liberation Army, Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, and 

Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan.[52][53][54] The dossier was 

shared with the United Nations Secretary-General 

António Guterres.[55] 

Pakistan has also accused Indian consulates in 

Kandahar and Jalalabad, Afghanistan, of providing 

arms, training and financial aid to the Balochistan 

Liberation Army (BLA) in an attempt to destabilize 

Pakistan.[56][57] Brahamdagh Bugti stated in a 2008 

interview that he would accept help from India.[58] 

Pakistan has repeatedly accused India of supporting 

Baloch rebels,[59] and David Wright-Neville writes that 

outside Pakistan, some Western observers also believe 

that India secretly funds the BLA.[60] In August 2013, 

US Special Representative James Dobbins said 

Pakistan's fears over India's role in Afghanistan were 

“not groundless".*61+ A leaked diplomatic cable sent on 

December 31, 2009, from the U.S. consulate in Karachi 

said it was "plausible" that Indian intelligence was 

helping the Baluch insurgents. An earlier 2008 cable, 

discussing the Mumbai attacks reported fears by British 

officials that "intense domestic pressure would force 

Delhi to respond, at the minimum, by ramping up 

covert support to nationalist insurgents fighting the 

Pakistani army in Baluchistan."[62] Another cable 

dating back to 2009 showed that UAE officials believed 

India was secretly supporting Tehrik-e-Taliban 

insurgents and separatists in northwest Pakistan.[63] 

 

3. RESULTS 

Lashkar-e-Taiba literally Army of the Good, translated 

as Army of the Righteous, or Army of the Pure and 

alternatively spelled as Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, 

Lashkar-e-Toiba, Lashkar-i-Taiba, 

Lashkar-i-Tayyeba)[4][57][58] is a Pakistan-based 

militant Islamist Salafi jihadist organisation. Described 

as one of Pakistan's "most powerful jihadi groups", it is 

most infamous outside Pakistan. The organisation's 

primary stated objective is to merge the whole of 

Kashmir with Pakistan.[22][59] It was founded in 

1985–86 by Hafiz Saeed, Zafar Iqbal Shehbaz Abdullah 

Azzam and several other Islamist 

mujahideen[60][61][62][63] with funding from Osama 

bin Laden[64][32] during the Soviet–Afghan War. It has 

been designated a terrorist group by numerous 

countries.[19,20] 

Affiliated organisations that share the group's 

"ideological inclinations and motivations" include the 

Milli Muslim League, a political party, and 

Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD), the group's "charity wing", a 

front for the LeT that emerged later. The group differs 

from most other militant organisations in Pakistan in 

following the Islamic interpretation of Ahl-i Hadith 

(which is similar to Wahhabism and Salafism), and in 

foreswearing attacks on the government of Pakistan and 

sectarian attacks on Pakistanis "who have professed 

faith" in Islam 

While the primary area of operations of LeT's jihadist 

activities is the Kashmir Valley, their professed goal is 

not limited to challenging India's sovereignty over 

Jammu and Kashmir. LeT sees the issue of Kashmir as 

part of a wider global struggle.[66] Once Kashmir is 

liberated, LeT seeks to use it "as a base of operations to 

conquer India and force Muslim rule to the Indian 

subcontinent."[10] 

Its followers are proponents of the South Asian group 

Ahl-e-Hadith (AeH) Islam, which is considered 

Salafist.[65] It has adopted maximalist agenda of global 

jihad including attacks on civilians. The group justifies 

its ideology on verse 2:216 of the Quran. 

Fighting has been made obligatory upon you 

˹believers˺, though you dislike it. Perhaps you dislike 

something which is good for you and like something 

which is bad for you. Allah knows and you do not 

know.[67] 

Extrapolating from this verse, the group asserts that 

military jihad is a religious obligation of all Muslims 

and defines the many circumstances under which it 

must be carried out. In a pamphlet entitled "Why Are 

We Waging Jihad?", the group states that all of India 

along with many other countries were once ruled by 

Muslims and were Muslim lands, which is their duty to 

take it back from the non-Muslims. It declared United 

States, India, and Israel as "existential enemies of 
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Islam".[30][68] LeT believes that jihad is the duty of all 

Muslims and must be waged until eight objectives are 

met: Establishing Islam as the dominant way of life in 

the world, forcing disbelievers to pay jizya (a 50%-75% 

tax on non-Muslims), exacting revenge for killed 

Muslims, punishing enemies for violating oaths and 

treaties, defending all Muslim states, and recapturing 

occupied Muslim territory. The group construes lands 

once ruled by Muslims as Muslim lands and considers it 

as their duty to get them back. It embraces a 

pan-Islamist rationale for military action.[10][30] 

In the wake of the November 2008 Mumbai attacks 

investigations of computer and email accounts revealed 

a list of 320 locations worldwide deemed as possible 

targets for attack. Analysts believed that the list was a 

statement of intent rather than a list of locations where 

LeT cells had been established and were ready to 

strike.[69] 

Unlike other Pakistan-based Salafi-jihadist terrorist 

organizations, LeT has "publicly renouncing sectarian 

violence against other Islamic sects".[65] While it has 

waged violent jihad outside of Pakistan, inside the 

country, the group has spent considerable effort and 

resources on "preaching and social welfare".[10] This 

along with its professed opposition to not fighting 

"those who have professed Faith" in Islam (where 

thousands of Muslims have been killed in sectarian 

attacks), has built up significant goodwill among 

Pakistanis, especially pious Muslims and the poor 

(helping to protect the group from foreign pressure on 

the Pakistan government to stop LeT's killing of 

foreigners).[10] Although it views Pakistan's ruling 

powers as hypocrites (self-proclaimed but insincere 

Muslims), it doesn't support revolutionary jihad at 

home because the struggle in Pakistan "is not a struggle 

between Islam and disbelief". The pamphlet "Why do 

we do Jihad?" states, "If we declare war against those 

who have professed Faith, we cannot do war with those 

who haven’t." The group instead seeks to reform errant 

Muslims through dawa. It aims to bring Pakistanis to 

LeT's interpretation of Ahl-e-Hadith Islam and thus, 

transforming the society in which they live.[10] 

LeT's leaders have argued that Indian-administered 

Kashmir was the closest occupied land, and observed 

that the ratio of occupying forces to the population there 

was one of the highest in the world, meaning this was 

among the most substantial occupations of Muslim 

land. Thus, LeT cadres could volunteer to fight on other 

fronts but were obligated to fight in 

Indian-administered Kashmir.[10] 

The group was also said to be motivated by the 1992 

demolition of the Babri Mosque by Hindu nationalists, 

for attacks directed against India.[70] 

In January 2009, LeT publicly declared that it would 

pursue a peaceful resolution in the Kashmir issue and 

that it did not have global jihadist aims, but the group is 

still believed to be active in several other spheres of 

anti-Indian terrorism.[71] The disclosures of Abu 

Jundal, who was sent to India by the Saudi Arabian 

government, however, revealed that LeT is planning to 

revive militancy in Jammu and Kashmir and conduct 

major terror strikes in India. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The Khalistan movement is a separatist movement 

seeking to create a homeland for Sikhs by establishing 

an ethno‐religious sovereign state called Khalistan 

(lit. 'land of the Khalsa') in the Punjab region.*2+ The 

proposed boundaries of Khalistan vary between 

different groups; some suggest the entirety of the 

Sikh-majority Indian state of Punjab, while larger claims 

include Pakistani Punjab and other parts of North India 

such as Chandigarh, Haryana, and Himachal 

Pradesh.[3] Shimla and Lahore have been proposed as 

the capital of Khalistan.[4][5] 

The call for a separate Sikh state began during the 1930s, 

when British rule in India was nearing its end.[6] In 

1940, the first explicit call for Khalistan was made in a 

pamphlet titled "Khalistan".[7][8] With financial and 

political support of the Sikh diaspora, the movement 

flourished in the Indian state of Punjab – which has a 

Sikh-majority population – continuing through the 

1970s and 1980s, and reaching its zenith in the late 

1980s. The Sikh separatist leader Jagjit Singh Chohan 

said that during his talks with Pakistani prime minister 

that Zulfikar Ali Bhutto affirmed "we'll help you and 

make it the capital of Khalistan" and claimed Bhutto 

wanted revenge over Bangladesh.[9] 

The separatist militant insurgency in Punjab started in 

the early 1980s.[10][11] Several militant groups were 

involved in the armed insurgency, including Babbar 

Khalsa and Khalistan Commando Force, among 

others.[12] In 1986, Khalistan Commando Force took 

responsibility for the assasination of General Arun 
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Vaidya, in retaliation for 1984's Operation Blue 

Star.[13][14] By the mid-1990s, the insurgency petered 

out, with the last major incident being the assassination 

of Chief Minister Beant Singh, who was killed in a bomb 

blast by a member of Babbar Khalsa.[15] The movement 

failed to reach its objective for multiple reasons, 

including heavy police crackdowns on separatists, 

factional infighting, and disillusionment from the Sikh 

population.[10][16] 

There is some support within India and the Sikh 

diaspora, with yearly demonstrations in protest of those 

killed during Operation Blue Star.[17][18][19] In early 

2018, some militant groups were arrested by police in 

Punjab, India.[10] Former Chief Minister of Punjab 

Amarinder Singh claimed that the recent extremism is 

backed by Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 

and "Khalistani sympathisers" in Canada, Italy, and the 

UK.[20] Simranjit Singh Mann, elected in 2022 from 

Sangrur, is currently the only openly Khalistani MP in 

the Indian parliament and his party, and Shiromani 

Akali Dal (Amritsar) is currently the only pro-Khalistan 

party in the Indian parliament 

In later disclosures from former special secretary G.B.S. 

Sidhu of the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), the 

foreign-intelligence agency of India, R&AW itself 

helped "build the Khalistan legend," actively 

participating in the planning of Operation Blue Star. 

While posted in Ottawa, Canada in 1976 to look into the 

"Khalistan problem" among the Sikh diaspora, Sidhu 

found "nothing amiss" during the three years he was 

there,[54] stating that "Delhi was unnecessarily making 

a mountain of a molehill where none existed," that the 

agency created seven posts in West Europe and North 

America in 1981 to counter non-existent Khalistan 

activities, and that the deployed officers were "not 

always familiar with the Sikhs or the Punjab issue."[54] 

He described the secessionist movement as a "chimera" 

until the army operation, after which the insurgency 

would start.[54] 

According to a New York Times article written just a 

few weeks after the operation, "Before the raid on the 

Golden Temple, neither the Government nor anyone 

else appeared to put much credence in the Khalistan 

movement. Mr. Bhindranwale himself said many times 

that he was not seeking an independent country for 

Sikhs, merely greater autonomy for Punjab within the 

Indian Union.... One possible explanation advanced for 

the Government's raising of the Khalistan question is 

that it needs to take every opportunity to justify the 

killing in Amritsar and the invasion of the Sikhs' holiest 

shrine."[55] 

Khushwant Singh had written that "considerable 

Khalistan sentiment seems to have arisen since the raid 

on the temple, which many Sikhs, if not most, have 

taken as a deep offense to their religion and their 

sensibilities," referring to the drastic change in 

community sentiments after the army attack[20] 
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