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Indian English Literature refers to the body of works by authors in India who write in English and whose 

native or co-native language could be one of the numerous languages of India. It is also associated with the 

works of members of the Indian Diaspora. The very definition of the adjective “Indian” here is hazy. Many of 

these writers neither live in India, nor are Indian citizens. As a category, this production comes under the 

broader realm of postcolonial literature – the production from previously colonised countries such as India. 

The extent to which writing in the modern Indian languages was being transformed by contact with the West 

was a source of deep cultural anxieties as well as new modes of literary self-representation in the nineteenth 

century. New vernacular literatures attempted to acclimatize Enlightenment ideas within native literary 

idioms, while Western genres had to accommodate the desires, aspirations, and experiences of the native 

bourgeoisie. Bunkum’s own writings, decisively shaped by progressive Western thinkers such as Jeremy 

Bentham, John Stuart Mill, and Auguste Comte, reflect the critical tensions that developed after the Revolt of 

1857 between Western liberal thought, repressive government, religious and social reform, and traditionalist 

reaction and introspection. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 The earliest Indian literature took the form of 

the canonical Hindu sacred writings, known as 

the Veda, which were written in Sanskrit. To the 

Veda were added prose commentaries such as 

the Brahmanas and the Upanishads. The 

production of Sanskrit literature extended from 

about 1500 BCE to about 1000 CE and 

reached its height of development in the 1st to 

7th centuries CE. In addition to sacred and 

philosophical writings, such genres as erotic 

and devotional lyrics, court poetry, plays, and 

narrative folktales emerged. 

 A pioneer of Indian English literature and a man 

whose interests encompassed diverse fields, 

Anand was the voice of the marginalised 

Mulch Raj Anand (1905 - 

2004) 

When Mulch Raj Anand, regarded as the founding 

father of the Indian English novel, passed away last 
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week, the 99-year-old writer left behind a rich 

legacy of ideas and thoughts that sum up his 

prolific life and works. For students of Indian 

English literature Anand was always a grand old 

figure, eminent novelist, short story writer and art 

critic. Born in Peshawar, studied and lectured in 

India and abroad. Worked as a scriptwriter and 

broadcaster in BBC's London film division during 

World War II, among the first writers to use Punjabi 

and Hindustani parlance in English. Founder 

of Marg, one of the first fine arts magazines of India 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 Courtesy: Wifflegif 

The scope of Linguistics is vast as it is an 

expansive and complex field of study which 

includes various aspects of a language such as 

phonetics, semantics, syntax, morphology, 

stylistics, amongst others.  

 J.C. Richards, (2003) 

For the learners, it is a means of personal discovery 

and self expression. Writing encourages thinking 

and learning for it motivates communication and 

makes thought available for reflection.  

 EVOLUTION OF THE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

IN INDIA 

 

 Indian literature, writings of the Indian 

subcontinent, produced there in a variety 

of vernacular languages, 

including Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali, Bengali, Bihar

i, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayal

am, Oriya, Punjabi, Rajasthani, Tamil, Telugu, 

Urdu, Lahnda, Siraiki, and Sindhi, among 

others, as well as in English. The term Indian 

literature is used here to refer to literature 

produced across the Indian subcontinent prior 

to the creation of the Republic of India in 1947 

and within the Republic of India after 1947. A 

brief treatment of Indian literature follows. For a 

fuller treatment, see South Asian arts: 

Literature. See also Islamic arts: Islamic 

literatures, India: The arts, Pakistan: The arts, 

and Bangladesh: The arts. 

 

 Because Sanskrit was identified with the 

Brahminical religion of the Vedas, Buddhism 

and Jainism adopted other literary languages 

(Pali and Ardhamagadhi, respectively). From 

these and other related languages emerged the 

modern languages of northern India. The 

literature of those languages depended largely on 

the ancient Indian background, which includes 

two Sanskrit epic poems, 

the Mahabharata and Ramayana, as well as 

the Bhagavata-purana and the other Puranas. 

In addition, the Sanskrit philosophies were the 

source of philosophical writing in the later 

literatures, and the Sanskrit schools 

of rhetoric were of great importance for the 

development of court poetry in many of the 

modern literatures. The South Indian language 

of Tamil is an exception to this pattern of 

Sanskrit influence because it had a classical 

tradition of its own. Urdu and Sindhi are other 

exceptions. 

 Beginning in the 19th century, particularly 

during the height of British control over the 

subcontinent, Western literary models had an 

impact on Indian literature, the most striking 

result being the introduction of the use 

of vernacular prose on a major scale. Such forms 

as the novel and short story began to be adopted 

by Indian writers, as did realism and an interest 

in social questions and psychological 

description. A tradition of literature in English 

was also established in the Notable Works: 
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III. NEED OF THE STUDY 

 A Social understanding of the countries 

culture, traditions and religion 

 The subject of communication or the 

medium of communication, they wanted 

specific language. 

 Authentic Perspective of subjects 

 Human Diversity in learning the past 

 Cultural Understanding of the nation’s 

history 

 Enhanced writing 

 Basic Conversation inside and outside the 

state 

 A Better Vocabulary and sentence formation 

 

IV. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

English literature growth faced several criticisms 

during its evolution, due to the existence of 

Sanskrit and other regional languages like Hindi 

and several regional languages in India 

V. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

 We can find the occurrence of philosophical 

movements when studying English literature. In 

great writing from the past we find the England 

ancestors, and we not only see the country and 

the people as they were, but we also soak up the 

climate of the times through the language itself, 

its vocabulary, grammar, and tone. We would 

only have to consider the writing of Chaucer, 

Shakespeare, Boswell, Milton, Dickens, and 

Samuel Beckett side by side to see how the way 

writers use language embodies the cultural 

atmosphere of their time. English literature 

allows us to understand the philosophical 

movements and ideas that permeated a 

particular culture at a particular time. For 

example, Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” shows 

us the ambivalence the British felt toward 

empiricism. 

 Perhaps we see that a certain man’s behaviour 

resembles that of Antony in Antony and 

Cleopatra through the drama of Shakespeare, 

or a certain woman is rather like The Wife of 

Bath in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Seeing 

such similarities can help us to understand and 

accept other people. Therefore, we can find 

literary scholars write their literary works with a 

variety of viewpoints. 

 When we dip into the rich variety of novels, 

poems, and plays which constitute English 

literature, it is possible to understand how 

contemporary western culture has developed 

into what it is today. We are reading works 

which have lasted for generations, or centuries, 

and they have lasted because they are good. 

Well, we don’t need to visit a country if we want 

to learn their culture. London, for example, is all 

the more interesting a city when behind what we 

see today we see the London known to Dickens, 

Boswell and Johnson, or Shakespeare. It will 

save time, money and effort by reading literary 

works than to visit the country. 

VI. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research output is the outcome of an overview 

conducted on the impact NATURE OF STUDY. The 

study is mainly descriptive in nature; secondary 

data of English literature in India are used for the 

purposes of the study. 

 SECONDARY DATA  

Secondary data was collected from websites, 

various articles and journals 

DATA AND STATISTICS  

 English Literature and its evolution in the 

world 

 

VII. RESULT AND DISSCUSION 

 After the evolution of the English language in 

many parts of the world, like in European 

countries, we can see the evidences of the 

evolution of English literature, language in India 

from the British colonial rule. 

 In addition to presenting the different 

viewpoints of the literary scholar, we can find 

English literature is a form of English art. It is 
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capable of bringing about differing emotions 

and a general sense of “spiritual” well-being. 

Poets William Wordsworth and Percy Shelley 

write about this power of poetry in “Preface to 

the Lyrical Ballads” and “A Defense of Poetry,” 

respectively. Shakespeare presents a lot of his 

work in drama.  

 John Milton presents the genre of religious and 

politics poetry after Elizabethan period. In the 

romantic period, people incline to like novels. 

Thus we know that English art is various 

depending on the political and social situation 

in each period. 

VIII. FINDINGS 

 Besides understanding the philosophical 

movements, English literature gives us a new 

way of thinking about the world. For example, 

Jane Austen presents a different writing in her 

era, because she is interested in the moral, 

social and psychological behavior of her 

characters.  

 Mary Wollstonecraft, for instance, presents the 

idea that women should not be subservient to 

men, giving birth to modern feminist theory.  

IX. RECOMMENDATIONS \SUGGESTIONS 

 Literature works of Sir Walter Scott in 

circulation since the eight-tenth century, 

presents his work with the theme of revolution, 

historical changes and social and character of 

all circles in society. 

 English can be made as a global language, 

because most of the countries use English as a 

second language. 

X. CONCLUSION 

Except reading literary works is more efficient, we 

find reading new words and new phrases can 

increase English lexicon. Literature, language is 

also crucial to learning stylistic and artistic 

conventions for English communication and 

writing. It does not mean we are going to read every 

literary work. There may be times when reading a 

critic can be more interesting than reading the 

actual work. Reading the work of a good critic can 

be edifying in itself. Making the effort to shape our 

own thoughts into an essay is also an edifying 

experience, and just as good literature lasts, so do 

the personal benefits that we gain from studying 

and writing about it. The scope of English language 

and the literature has evolved from its evolution in 

the history of India, The literature, language useful 

to communicate between the different states inside 

India, due to different culture, regional priority in 

the country.   

XI LIMITATION`S 

 Availability of sources was less of Indian 

literature, compaired to foreign countries 

sources. 

 Still most of the literature sources, which we are 

depending are of foreign author’s contributions. 

 Existence to the other Indian languages made 

the constraints for the English literature 

development in some states in India. 

XII SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

 English literature is essential in both the public 

and private sectors, Marketing executive.  

 BA English literature scope in India is very high 

due to its growing demand. 

 English language will be benefited for many of 

the workforces in the Country like-writers, 

academic librarians, advertising account 

executive, advertising copywriter, arts 

administrator, information officer, publishing 

industry, writers, marketing, advertising, 

colleges, and schools. 
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